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Message from the President  
Welcome to a new year.  I am pleased to be serving your constituency in my capacity 

as president of the Ohio Community Corrections Association.  We hope you find the 

information for the FY08 Ohio Community Corrections Association (OCCA) Annual 

Report informative and interesting.   

 

As you may know, OCCA is a professional organization that advocates for and assists 

community corrections providers to function more effectively. OCCA was 

incorporated in 1973 as the Ohio Halfway House Association to represent  facilities 

throughout the State of Ohio. Currently, by responding to the needs of the courts, the Ohio Department of 

Rehabilitation and Correction, offenders and their communities we continue this mission.  We are proud that our 

halfway houses and Community Based Correctional Facilities (CBCFs) are located throughout the state.  

  

Whether or not our facilities are located in your districts, let me assure you that individuals returning from prison 

are in your communities.  More than 28,000 offenders are released annually to Ohioôs communities.  Nationally, 

more than 650,000 adults leave prison each year.  This will continue for some time: A recent Pew Charitable Trust 

Study found no state in the US projecting an actual decrease in its number of prisoners between 2006 and 2011, and 

only three states - projected zero growth.    As more than 95% of these individuals will return to the community, 

preparation to return offenders home becomes increasingly critical to ensuring public safety, reducing 

victimization, cost containment, and prison management. 

  

Though funding is tight for all industries in the current economic climate, I was encouraged to see that judges and 

those who work in corrections see the need for expanding alternative sanctions to Ohioôs prisons. As evidenced by 

the Ohio Criminal Sentencing Commission survey findings released in October 2008, there is a clear perception 

that alternatives to prison are critical.  OCCA member agencies can offer over 800 available beds statewide in order 

to enhance our current system.  These beds are available without additional capital dollars and can serve offenders 

successfully with a reduced recidivism rate. 

  

Past research by the University of Cincinnati showed that halfway houses and community based correctional 

facilities have a positive impact on recidivism and public safety. We are anticipating that new research expected in 

2010 will show an even stronger effect.  Please review our website or feel free to contact me and/or OCCA staff to 

find out more about what we do in your particular locality and schedule a tour to visit our programs. 

  

Thank you for your support in the important work that we do. 

   

Sincerely, 

  

Mary Spottswood 
OCCA President 

Mission 
The Ohio Community       

Corrections Association 

provides to member 

community corrections 

service providers the 

opportunity for advo-

cacy and professional 

development which en-

hances their ability to 

reduce repeat criminal 

offending. 

Year End Statistics: 

7,400 offenders were admitted to state -contract 

halfway house programs; 2,603 of which were 

Transitional Control participants. 

35% of offenders were under Transitional  

Control   supervision 

34% of offenders were under Parole/ 

Post-Release Control supervision. 

31% of offenders were under Court of  

Common Pleas supervision. 

-Courtesy of the Ohio Department of  

Rehabilitation and Corrections,  

Bureau of Community Sanctions. 



Our association represents two types of residential community corrections programs.  The first are non-profit run Community Based 

Correctional Facilities ï or CBCFs ï which are funded 100% by the Ohio Department of Rehabilitation and Correction and divert 

felony offenders from entering prison.  The Common Pleas Judges directly sentence offenders to these CBCFs for a period not to 

exceed a six-month stay.  The average length of stay is typically four months, during which time these offenders participate in         

treatment programs including chemical dependency counseling, vocational rehabilitation, and educational classes including GED 

testing.  There are currently 18 CBCFs operating in the State with a total of 1869 beds.  We represent three non-profit operated   

Community Based Correctional Facilities.  Facility governing boards oversee these facilities. 

Halfway Houses are residential programs that provide supervision and treatment services for offenders.  There were 1567 halfway 

house beds under contract in the state for Fiscal Year 2008.  The primary focus is to transition the offender back to the community 

and assist with obtaining employment, stable housing, and connecting them to support services they can access independently.  Spe-

cialized services for substance abusers, sex offenders and the mentally ill may be offered.   Most offenders enter halfway houses in 

the  following ways: 
 

Direct Sentence.   A direct sentence allows a judge to sentence an offender directly to a halfway house.  This allows appropriate 

offenders to be diverted from prison and placed in local community corrections programs while creating space in prison for violent 

and dangerous offenders who need to be separated from society.  If community corrections options are not available, local judges 

will have no choice but to sentence these offenders to prison.   

Probation or Parole Violation.   With failure to meet the technical conditions of their probation or parole, (housing, employment, 

abstinence from drugs and alcohol) offenders may need to be placed temporarily in a more structured environment, with some level 

of supervision but not necessarily in prison.  These violators need to be stabilized and understand the conditions of their probation or 

parole.  This alternative sanction keeps the offender from going to prison and enables them to transition back to the community  

successfully.     

Parole/ PRC/ Institutional Referrals.  These prison inmates have completed their prison sentence and are released into the structured 

environment of the halfway house to receive services and remain under the supervision of the Adult Parole Authority as they        

transition into the community. 

Transitional Control.  These offenders are spending the final months of their sentence in a halfway house and finally with electronic 

monitoring in their home.  Offenders completing their sentence in this way, have a lower recidivism rate than any of the other      

categories listed above.    In fact, in research conducted by the University of Cincinnati, Transitional Control Offenders who served 

in a halfway house program demonstrated substantial recidivism reductions, up to 16%,  when compared with a control group.  

 

Electronic Monitoring by 
Adult Parole Authority 
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OVERVIEW  



ACCREDITATION & AUDITS  

All members are residential facilities licensed by the Ohio  

Department of Rehabilitation and Correction (ODRC). 
 

22 Halfway Houses and three (3) Community Based Correctional 

Facilities are accredited by the American Correctional Association 

(ACA). 

 

In state Fiscal Year 2008, OCCA fulfilled its mission of advocacy and professional development by: 

 
CONDUCTING AN ANNUAL CONFERENCEðOCCA held the 7th annual conference on April 2-4, 2008.  We 

had 250 attendees and offered 27 professional workshops with 20 different faculty members.  At this conference, 

cabinet directors from the Ohio Departments of Rehabilitation and Correction; Alcohol and Drug Addiction          

Services; Mental Health; and Youth Services participated in a round table on criminal justice issues including ways 

to make improvements. 

 

OFFERING DAY TRAININGS on topics like Reinforcers and Punishers and Crisis De-escalation. The OCCA is 

authorized by the state of Ohio to provide credentialing hours through the Ohio Counselor and Social 

Worker Board and the Chemical Dependency Professionals Boardða designation we have held for over 

four years. 
 

PARTNERING WITH THE NATIONAL INSTITUTE OF CORRECTIONS AND THE ODRC - to offer an 

eight session series on Leadership and Management for member Halfway House and Community Based           

Correctional Center staff on problem solving and crisis intervention as well as succession planning for agencies and 

the association. 

 

FULLY PARTICIPATING in the Ohio Justice Alliance for Community Corrections Collaborative , a budget 

work group and senior leadership think tank related to residential community corrections providers. 

 

ORGANIZING AND COMPLETING a technical assistance retreat for member agencies on facility concerns, 

public safety and staff/ client orientation and training which was attended by 50 people and was the spring board for 

the OCCA website virtual technical assistance library and our quarterly training curriculum. 

 

LAUNCHING A NEW INTERACTIVE WEBSITE that now offers increased access to information on services 

and referral links.  We receive solicitations for guidance from local government offices, state legislatures, formerly 

incarcerated persons and their families, courts and regional adult parole authorities. 

 

BUILDING RELATIONSHIPS WITH POLICY MAKERS AND THEIR STAFF by testifying before the Ohio 

House of Representatives on cost saving measures, crime and corrections and hosting an annual reception at the 

Statehouse complete with educational literature on availability of beds and services throughout our statewide 

      membership. 

FISCAL YEAR 2008 ACCOMPLISHMENTS  



COMMUNITY CORRECTIONS  

  RESIDENTIAL HIGHLIGHTS _      

OHIO CRIMINAL SENTENCING COMMISSION SURVEY ON FELONY  

SENTENCING COMMUNITY CORRECTION HIGHLIGHTS  

85.7% of prosecutors, 89.2% of judges, and 95.1% of  

defense attorneys favored alternative sanctions to prison. 

OCCA Community Based Correctional Facilities participants earned $274,988; paid $1,537 in restitution; $14,773 in  

court costs, paid $11,526 in child support and completed 37,863 hours of community service 
 

Halfway Houses 7400 program participants earned $6,776,869; paid $22,981 in restitution; $74,533 in court costs; 

$145,191 in child support and completed 56,444 hours of community service. 

Transitional Control 2603 Inmates earned $4,144,991; paid $5,643 in restitution; $27,750 in court costs; $66,770 in 

child support and completed 20,137 hours of  community service. 
 

There are 3 Community Based Correction Facilities (CBCFs) represented by OCCA they serve 20 counties in Ohio.  

In FY ó08 our OCCA CBCFs served 1,106 people. 

There are 23 Ohio Department of Rehabilitation and Correction licensed halfway houses in Ohio, all but one is ac-

credited by the American Correctional Association and most are dually certified by the Ohio Department of Alcohol 

and Drug  

      Addiction Services.   

FY 2008 Funding Appropriations   

On behalf of ODRC, the University of Cincinnati conducted a study and concluded that halfway 

houses and CBCFs that served Ohioôs offender population (Latessa and Lowenkamp, 2002) had 

positive results when following the principles of effective intervention and also targeting those at 

higher-risk to re-offend.  The evaluation was also instrumental in identifying which offender 

population was most successful when placed in a halfway house program, these were the transi-

tional control offenders who saw a recidivism reduction of up to 16% 

RECIDIVISM  

Total Residential Community Correctional Funding 

$99,380,933 



 

 

 

HALFWAY HOUSE  PROGRAM SERVICES PROVIDED 

 

SERVICES 

Education Services: 

Literacy/Tutoring 

Adult Basic Education 

(ABE) 

General Equivalency 

Diploma (GED) Prepa-

ration and Testing 

Vocational Services 

Computer Training 

 

Employment Services: 

Job Readiness 

Job Assistance/

Placement/Retention 
 

Special Services: 

Mental Health 

Sex Offender Treatment 

MRDD 

Dual Diagnosis Treatment 

Domestic Violence Services 

Veteran Services 

Geriatric Services 
 
   NOTE:  Not all services are provided by all        

   Halfway Houses or CBCFs 

Services are most effective when offender needs are assessed and matched with a corresponding treatment. The 

vast majority of state prisoners, upwards of 80% have some form of past drug use with 75% characterized as 

chemically involved (Bureau of Justice Statistics).  As a result, most of our halfway houses offer primarily   

alcohol and/ or drug counseling and employment assistance, secondary services on site or referred to  

community partners are mental health counseling and anger management.  Less of our members offer academic 

and vocational training and we have 4 halfway houses that offer sex offender programming.   

Alcohol / Drug Services: 

  Chemical Dependency Treatment 

  Aftercare / Relapse Prevention 

  Self Help Groups 

  Prevention 

  Drug & Alcohol Testing 

 

Cognitive Skills: 

  Criminal Thinking 

  Restorative Justice 

  Victim Impact 

  Anger Management 

  Family / Parenting 
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OCCA TRANSITIONAL CONTROL AND  

ELECTRONIC MONITORING  

HIGHLIGHTS  
 

 

The number of Transitional Control participants increased by 3% from FY07. 

 

56% were employed full or part-time at the time of discharge from the Transitional Control    

program. 

 

$1,234,000 was paid by offenders into the Transitional Control rotary account. 

 

827 offenders were monitored via Global Positioning Satellite or Electronic Monitoring.  473 of 

the offenders were under Parole/Post-Release Control supervision of the Adult Parole Authority; 

354 of the offenders were Transitional Control participants stepped-down into home placements. 



SENATE HOUSE 

1ST   74, 75, 76 
Defiance, Fulton, Hancock, Hardin, Henry, Paulding,  

Putnam, Van Wert, Williams 

-served by CTCC, Diversified, Pathfinder House, 
VOA Mansfield, VOA NW Ohio, VOA Ohio River 

Valley 

 

2ND   6, 46, 80 
Erie, Ottawa, Wood & part of Lucas  

-served by Alvis House,Crossroads, CROSSWAEH, 

CTCC, Diversified, Harbor Light, Ohio Link, VOA 
Mansfield, VOA NW Ohio, VOA Ohio River Valley 

 

3RD  19, 20, 21 
Part of Franklin  
-served by Alvis House, CTCC, CTC Lancaster,  

Diversified, VOA Ohio River Valley 

 

4TH  53, 54, 55 
Butler  

-served by BoothHouse, CTCC, Diversified, SOS 

Hall, Talbert House CBCF, Turtle Creek, VOA Ohio 
River Valley 

 

5TH  39, 40, 79 
Miami, Part of Montgomery/Darke 

-served by Alvis House, Booth House, CTCC,  

Diversified, Nova, SOS Hall, Turtle Creek, VOA Ohio 
River Valley 

 

6TH  36, 37, 38 
Part of Montgomery 
-served by Alvis House, Booth House, CTCC,  

Diversified, Nova House, SOS Hall, VOA Ohio River 

Valley  

 

7TH  34, 35, 67 
Warren 

-served by Booth House, CTCC, Diversified, SOS 
Hall, Turtle Creek,Talbert House CBCF, VOA Ohio 

River Valley 

 

8TH  28, 29, 30 
Part of Hamilton County 

-served by Booth House, CTCC, Diversified, SOS 

Hall, Talbert House, VOA Ohio River Valley 

 

9TH  31, 32, 33 
Part of Hamilton 

-served by Booth House, CTCC, Diversified, SOS 
Hall, Talbert House, VOA Ohio River Valley 

 

10TH 70, 72, 84 
Clark, Greene, Madison counties 
-served by Booth House, CTCC, Diversified, SOS 

Hall, Turtle Creek, VOA Ohio River Valley 

 

11TH 47, 48, 49 
Part of Lucas county 

-served by Alvis House, CTCC, Diversified, Ohio 

Link, VOA NW Ohio, VOA Ohio River Valley 
 

 

SENATE HOUSE 

12TH 4, 77, 78 
Allen, Champaign, Preble, part of Darke/ Auglaize, 

Shelby, Mercer 

-served by Booth House, CTC Lancaster, CTCC, 
Diversified, Pathfinder House, SOS Hall, Turtle 

Creek, VOA Ohio River Valley 

 

13TH  56, 57, 58 
Huron, parts of Lorain and Seneca  

-served by CTCC, Crossroads, CROSSWAEH CBCF, 

Diversified, Harbor Light, VOA Mansfield, VOA Ohio 
River Valley 

 

14TH  66, 88, 89 
Adams, Brown, Clermont, part of Lawrence, Scioto 
-served by CTCC, Diversified, SOS Hall, Turtle 

Creek, Talbert House CBCF, VOA Ohio River Valley 

 

15TH  25, 26, 27 
Part of Franklin  

-served by Alvis House, CTCC, CTC Lancaster,  

Diversified 

 

16TH  22, 23, 24 
Part of Franklin County 
-served by Alvis House, CTCC, CTC  Lancaster, 

Diversified 

 

17TH  85, 86, 87 
Clinton, Fayette, Gallia, Highland, Jackson, part of 

Lawrence, Pickaway, Pike, Ross, Vinton 

-served by Alvis House, Booth House, CTCC, CTC  
Lancaster, Diversified, Turtle Creek, VOA Ohio River 

Valley 
 

18TH  62, 63, 98 
Lake, Geauga, part of Cuyahoga 

-served by Alternatives, ARCA, CATS, CTCC,  

Diversified, Fresh Start, Harbor Light, Oriana 
House, VOA Ohio River Valley 

 

19TH  2, 73, 90 
Richland, Morrow, Knox, Delaware 

-served by CROSSWAEH, Crossroads, CTCC,  

Diversified, Kraner, VOA Mansfield, VOA Ohio River 

Valley 
 

20TH  92, 93, 94 
Coshocton, Muskingum, Guernsey, Noble, Monroe, 
Morgan, Washington, Athens, Meigs 

-served by Crossroads, CTC Lancaster, CTCC, VOA 

Mansfield, VOA Ohio River Valley 

 

21ST  9, 10, 11 
Part of Cuyahoga 

-served by Alternatives, ARCA, CATs, CTCC,  
Diversified, Fresh Start, Harbor Light, Oriana 

House, VOA Ohio River Valley 

 

22ND  3, 69, 97 
Ashland, Holmes, Medina, Wayne 

-served by Crossroads, CTCC, Diversified, Summit 

CBCF, Oriana House, VOA Mansfield, VOA Ohio 
River Valley 

SENATE HOUSE 

23RD  13, 14, 15 
Part of Cuyahoga 

-served by Alternatives, ARCA, CATs, CTCC,  

Diversified, Fresh Start, Harbor Light, Oriana 
House, VOA Ohio River Valley 

 

24TH  16, 17, 18 
Part of Cuyahoga 
-served by Alternatives, ARCA, CATs, CTCC,  

Diversified, Fresh Start, Harbor Light, Oriana 

House, VOA Ohio River Valley 

 

25TH  7, 8, 12 
Part of Cuyahoga  

-served by Alternatives, ARCA, CATS, CTCC,  
Diversified, Fresh Start, Harbor Light, Oriana 

House, VOA Ohio River Valley 

 

26TH  81, 82, 83 
Sandusky, Seneca, Union, Logan, Marion,  

Crawford, Wyandot, part of Ottawa 

-served by Crossroads, CROSSWAEH CBCF, CTCC, 
Diversified, Oriana House, VOA Mansfield, VOA 

Ohio River Valley 

 

27TH  41, 42, 45 
Summit County 

-served by ARCA Inc., CTCC, Diversified, Oriana 
House, Summit CBCF, VOA Ohio River Valley 

 

28TH  43, 44, 68 
Portage, part of Summit 
-served by ARCA Inc., CTCC, Diversified, Oriana 

House, Summit CBCF, Ohio Link,VOA Ohio River 

Valley 

 

29TH  50, 51, 52 
Stark  

-served by CTCC, Diversified, Summit CBCF, VOA 
Ohio River Valley 

 

30TH  1, 95, 96 
Tuscarawas, Harrison, Jefferson, Columbiana,  

Belmont 

-served by CCA, CTCC, Diversified, VOA Ohio River 

Valley 

 

31ST  5, 71, 91 
Licking, Fairfield, Perry, Hocking 

-served by CTC Lancaster, CTCC, Diverified,  
Kraner, VOA Mansfield, VOA Ohio River Valley 

 

32ND  64, 65, 99 
Ashtabula & Trumbull Counties 
-served by CCA, CTCC, Diversified, VOA Ohio River 

Valley 

 

33RD  59, 60, 61 
Carroll, Tuscarawas, Mahoning 

-served by CCA, Inc., CTCC, Diversified, Summit 

CBCF, VOA Ohio River Valley 

OHIO GENERAL ASSEMBLY DISTRICTS  

FOR MORE DETAILED INFORMATION,  SEE OUR WEBSITE: www.occaonline.org  

Represented at the Ohio General Assembly by Governmental Policy Group  



To be held at the Doubletree Hotel Columbus/ Worthington, 175 Hutchinson Avenue, Columbus, Ohio 43235.
Reserve your room now by calling 1 -800-222-TREE
Please state that you are a guest of the Ohio Community Corrections Association for base room rate $109.
For more information, contact Lusanne Green at (614) 252 -8417, FAX (614) 252-7987,
Or visit our WEBSITE: www.occaonline.org

8 th Annual Conference
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NATIONAL KEYNOTE SPEAKER:  Harold Clarke, 
President �² American Correctional Association 

RCHs & CEUs Available!


